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PETITION FOR WAIVER OF SECTION 254
FILED BY THE COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

ON BEHALF OF
GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS

The Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Colorado Commission") petitions the

Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") for a waiver of 47 U.S.C. § 254 as that section

pertains to Great Plains Communications ("Great Plains"). The basis for this petition is set forth

in paragraph 23 of the FCC's Fourth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45, Report

and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-45,96-262, 94-1, 91-213, 95-72 ("Fourth Order") released on

December 30, 1997.

Great Plains filed its application for designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier

with the Colorado Commission on December 19, 1997. Under the procedures ofthe Colorado

Commission and in light of the waiver requests contained within the application, it was not

possible to rule on Great Plains' application prior to January 1, 1998.

On February 6, 1998, the Colorado Commission granted Great Plains' application for

designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier. The decision of the Colorado Commission

is attached as Exhibit A.
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The designation of Great Plains as an eligible telecommunications carrier was granted by

the Colorado Commission retroactive to January 1, 1998. The Colorado Commission further

believes that universal service support should be provided to Great Plains retroactive to January

1, 1998, because such provision serves the public interest. Great Plains is a rural telephone

company within the meaning of 47 U.S.C. § 153 and provides service to several customers in

northeastern Colorado. Great Plains is reliant upon the existence of universal service to keep its

local service rates at an affordable and reasonable level.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, the Colorado Commission respectfully

requests that the FCC grant this petition for waiver of 47 U.S.C. § 254 and permit Great Plains to

be provided universal service support retroactive to January 1, 1998.

COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION

David A. Beckett, Colo. Reg. 23098
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
1535 Sherman Street, Fifth Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203
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Decision No. C98-136

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-611T

IN THE MATTER OF THE DESIGNATION OF GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS AS
AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER.

Ca.aSSION ORDER GRANTING
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS

AN ELIGIBLE TELECCM€JNICATIONS CARRIER

Mailed Date:
Adopted Date:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

February 6, 1998
February 4, 1998

This matter comes before the Colorado Public utilities

Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the applica-

tion for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier

filed by Great Plains Communications ("Great Plains") on Decem-

ber 19, 1997. Great Plains supplemented its application on Janu-

ary 26, 1998. In the application, Great Plains requests that the

Commission designate it as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier

in accordance with the provisions of 47 U.S.C. 214 (e) (2) (State

commission shall, upon its own motion or upon request, designate

a common carrier that meets the requirements of § 214(e) (1) as an

eligible telecommunications carrier for a service area) and

47 C.F.R. § 52.201(b) (state commission shall, upon its own

motion or upon request, designate a common carrier that meets the
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requirements of § 54.201 (d) as an eligible telecommunications

carrier). Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant

the application.

B. Findings and Conclusions

1. The instant application was filed on December 19,

1997. In accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and

Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, we issued notice

of the application. No person filed a request for intervention.

Great Plains has submitted this application for designation as an

eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to certain federal

directives. Designation of Great Plains as an eligible telecom

munications carrier will permit it to receive federal universal

service support in accordance with 47 U.S.C. § 254 and implement

ing regulations by the Federal Communications Commission.

2. As noted in the application, Great Plains is pres

ently a common carrier providing telecommunications services in

Colorado and is a rural telephone company within the meaning of

47 U.S.C. § 153. Its tariff for the provision of local exchange

service is on file with the Commission. Great Plains requests

designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier for the

service area identified in Appendix A to its application.

3. Great Plains qualifies for designation as an eli

gible telecommunications carrier pursuant to the provisions of

47 C.F.R. § 54.201(d). Specifically, it offers all those
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services receiving federal universal service support using its

own facilities. Great Plains also advertises the availability of

such services and the charges therefor using media of general

distribution.

4. The services offered (and to be offered in the

future, by Great Plains include voice grade access to the public

switched network, local usage, dual tone multi-frequency signal

ing or its equivalent, single party service or its equivalent,

access to emergency services, access to operator services, access

to interexchange service, and access to directory assistance.

Addi tionally, in the application, Great Plains states that it

will continue to advertise the availability of such services and

applicable charges using media of general distribution.

5. The application represents that Great Plains will,

as of January 1, 1998 and in accordance with tariffs on file with

the Commission, make available Lifeline service as defined in

47 C.F.R. Part 54, to qualifying low-income customers.

6. Subsequent to the filing of Great Plains' applica-

tion, the Federal Communications Commission issued its Fourth

Order on Reconsideration, In the Matter of Federal-State Joint

Board on Universal Service, Docket No. CC 96-45, FCC 97-420

(released December 30, 1997) ("Fourth Order"). By that order,

the Federal Communications Commission found that its requirement

that eligible telecommunications carriers provide toll blocking
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and toll control was unduly burdensome. Thus, the Federal Com

munications Commission determined that its rule requiring the

provision of toll control should be amended. The revised rule,

to be codified at 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(a) (2), states that the pro

vision of either toll blocking or toll control, but not neces

sarily both, is sufficient for a telecommunications service pro

vider to be designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier.

See ~~ 110-116 of the Fourth Order. As a result, Great Plains'

request for waiver from the requirement to provide toll control

is moot.

7. Finally, i 23 of the Fourth Order grants to state

commissions the ability to grant a designation as an eligible

telecommunications carrier retroactive to January 1, 1998 so long

as the telecommunications service provider filed its application

for designation prior to January 1, 1998 and the provision of

support retroactively is in the public interest. Great Plains

meets these requirements, and we will, therefore, grant the

instant application retroactive to January 1, 1998.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for designation as an eligible

telecommunications carrier filed by Great Plains Telecommunica

tions Company is deemed complete.
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2. The application for designation as an eligible

telecommunications carrier filed by Great Plains Telecommunica-

tions Company is granted retroactive to January 1, 1998, con-

sistent with the above discussion.

3. The request for waiver of the requirement to pro-

vide toll control, as set forth in the application for designa-

tion as an eligible telecommunications carrier filed by Great

Plains Telecommunications Company is denied as moot.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 4, 1998.

ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

Bruce N. Smith
Director

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

VINCENT MAJKOWSKI

R. BRENT ALDERFER

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN ROBERT J. HIX
ABSENT, BUT CONCURRING.

G:\YELLOW\C98136.DOC:PUCSRS - 02/05/98 2:01 PM
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D. C. 20554

In the Matter of
Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service

)
)
)

CC Docket No. 96-45

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Dawn G. Kendall, hereby certify that I mailed an original and four (4) copies of the
attached "PETITION FOR WAIVER OF SECTION 254 FILED BY THE COLORADO
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ON BEHALF OF GREAT PLAINS
COMMUNICATIONS" this 19th day of February 1998 by first class U.S mail addressed
as follows:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222,1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

And one (1) copy by first class U. S. mail upon each of the following:

The Commission's copy contractor:
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
International Transcription Service, Inc.
Room 140,2100 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20037

James B. Ramsay
National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners
1100 Pennsylvania Ave., N. W.
P. O. Box 684
Washington, D. C. 20044-0684

Phillip F.Mclelland
Pennsylvania Ofiice of Consumer
Advocate
1425 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Susan Ness
Commissioner
Joint Board Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W. Room 832
Washington, DC 20554
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Harold Furchtgon-Roth
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W. Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

Gloria Tristani
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W. Room 826
Washington, DC 20554

Astrid Carlson
Federal Communications Commission
Common Carrier Bureau
Accounting and Audits Division
Universal Service Branch
2100 M Street, N. W.
Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20554

Sheryl Leanza
Federal Communications Commission
Common Carrier Bureau
Accounting and Audits Division
Universal Service Branch
2100 M Street, N.W.
Eighth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20554

Julia Johnson
State Chair
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Stumard Oak Boulevard
Gerald Gumer Building
Tallahasse, FL 32399-0850

David Baker
Commissioner
Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington St, SW
Atlanta, GA 30334-5701

Russel H. Frisby
Commissioner
Maryland Public Service Com mission
16th Floor, 6 Paul St
Baltimore, MD 21202-6806

Martha Hogerty
Public Counsel
Secretary ofNASUCA
Missouri Office of Public Counsel
301 West High St., Suite 250
Truman Building
P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities
Commission
State Capitol
500 East Capitol St
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

And nine (9) copies and an electronic
media copy on 3.5" diskette IBM
WordPerfect5.1 format, read only,
labelled and accompanied by a cover
letter to:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Sheryl Todd
Universal Service Branch
Accounting and Audits Division
Common Carrier Bureau
2100 M Street, N. W. Room 8611
Washington, D. C. 20554
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